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MAGELLAN METALS — LEAD CONTAMINATION 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.05 pm]: On Monday afternoon the 
Office of the Environmental Protection Authority was advised that a Magellan Metals Pty Ltd shipping container 
at Fremantle port had been found with soil or dried mud on the outside of the container. As part of its health, 
hygiene and environmental management program, Magellan is required to ensure that all vehicles and containers 
transporting lead carbonate pass through a wash-down facility, after which they are individually inspected by 
Inspectorate Australia before leaving the mine site. A sample of the soil was sent for analysis at the ChemCentre 
and the results indicated a lead reading of 2 800 milligrams per kilogram. This is above the investigation level 
for industrial sites. Isotopic analysis results received late yesterday indicate that the lead is highly likely to have 
come from the Magellan ore body.  

Inspectorate Australia has advised the OEPA that all containers have passed through the wash-down facility and 
were free of visible lead dust prior to leaving the mine site for the month of March 2011. Magellan’s preliminary 
investigation has identified that heavy rainfall in Leonora caused muddy soil on the edge of the hardstand where 
the containers were stored prior to being shipped by rail; however, this has not been independently confirmed. 
The rail yard at Leonora is owned and operated by another party and may have residual Magellan lead on it from 
previously approved operations between 2005 and 2007. 

Magellan voluntarily stopped the transport of lead carbonate from the mine site and has also decided to suspend 
its operations indefinitely and undertake a comprehensive review of all of its activities. That is the right decision 
in view of the government’s complete loss of confidence in the company’s ability to meet the high standards 
expected by the Western Australian community. A further four containers stored in Fremantle have been 
identified with dried mud or soil on them and will be cleaned under supervision of the OEPA and the soil will be 
removed by a waste management company. I have asked regulatory agencies to commence a full investigation 
into the source and extent of the soil on the exterior of the containers. The Department of Environment and 
Conservation is sending a pollution response team to Fremantle port container terminal and to Leonora rail yard 
to conduct investigations. OEPA officers will also inspect any containers in the Forrestfield marshalling yard. I 
want to reassure the community that there is no evidence of an escape of lead concentrate from the sealed bags 
or containers or indeed, any airborne lead. The government will use all powers at its disposal to protect public 
health and the environment. 
 


